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PRESENT: Councillor S Gwinn-Freemantle Chairman 
   
 Councillor P Groves Councillor J Hillman 
 Councillor M Malbon   
   
APOLOGIES: Councillors S Clough, J Davenport, M Docker, K Nord and R Samra  

 
 
 
99    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

 Members were invited to make any declarations of interest in any item of business on the 
agenda.  No declarations were made.  

 

100 MINUTES 
 

 RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 1 August 2013 be approved as a 
correct record.  
 

101 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME  
 

 In accordance with the Parish Council’s Standing Order No.1, members of the public were 
able to submit a question, either in writing prior to the meeting, or orally at the meeting, or to 
make a statement.  
 

A member of the public addressed the Parish Council in respect of the following matter which 
was listed as item 18 on the agenda: 
 

   Pumping Station – Cherry Tree Court/Beechwood 
 

102 CLERK’S ACTION: PUMPING STATION – CHERRY TREE COURT/BEECHWOOD 
 

 The Parish Plan Implementation Group (Stapeley Parish Action Group, known as “SPAG”) 
had been researching the ownership of a pumping station and land adjacent to the nursing 
home in the vicinity of the shopping parade on the Cronkinson development. Its enquiries had 
revealed the following:  

 

 There was pumping equipment belonging to United Utilities (UU) within the 
walled compound, but the land was not owned by UU; 

 Under recent Government legislation it was understood that UU would 
eventually become the owner. 

 Engineers from UU had visited the site to check the safety of the equipment and 
access to it. UU would only need intermittent access to the compound and a 
local key-holder was required until ownership had been established.  This key-
holder could be one of the Parish Plan Implementation Group members so that 
access could be arranged to clear away various detritus. 

 The pumping station was now under the control of the property liquidator for 
David McLean Homes.  The pumping station was scheduled to be transferred to 
United Utilities by 1 October 2016.  

 The liquidator had been in contact with United Utilities to ask that the transfer be 
brought forward; this would enable clarification of responsibility.  

 

The Clerk had written to United Utilities to ask if an earlier transfer date could be effected and 
the Parish Council was asked to ratify the action and to consider who would be the most 
appropriate key-holder for the compound.  

 

 RESOLVED: (a) That the Clerk’s action as detailed be ratified; and  
 
 (b) That Noel Wagstaff (a member of the Parish Plan Implementation Group) be authorised to 

hold the key for the compound.  
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103 POLICE MATTERS 

 

103.1 Mark Cotton, Crime Reduction Adviser, had been invited to attend the meeting to 
advise in respect of anti-social behaviour and vandalism at the community hall. Unfortunately, 
he was unavailable to attend.  
 

103.2 Police Commissioner’s Crime Reduction Funding 
 

The Police and Crime Commissioner for Cheshire, John Dwyer had launched a £100,000 
fund for community groups and organisations to apply for funding for community safety and 
crime prevention projects in the local community.  
 

Applications for funding to a maximum of £5,000 could be made via the Police 
Commissioner’s website.  Projects should support the objectives set out in his Police and 
Crime Plan including; the reduction of crime, anti-social behaviour, rural, heritage and 
business crime, improving road safety or reducing the effects of drug and alcohol misuse. It 
was noted that funding was for new schemes and could not be applied retrospectively to 
schemes which were already in place.  

 

Members considered that, in due course, application could be made for CCTV at the 
community hall, if the Parish Council decided to renew the lease for a further period.  
 

104 RESIGNATION OF MEMBER 
 

It was reported that Darren Willetts, who had been co-opted onto the Parish Council in May 
2013 had resigned owing to his re-location to Surrey in the near future.  
 

The vacancy had been advertised and if an election was not called by 18 September 2013, 
the Parish Council would be able to co-opt to the vacancy at the first available meeting.  
 

105  CHESHIRE EAST BOROUGH COUNCILLORS 
 

 Borough Councillor Peter Groves reported on a variety of Cheshire East matters of interest, 
some of which included financial investment in the borough as a whole, and some related to 
matters of more local interest.  

 
106 COMMUNITY HALL – FRONT DOOR LOCK 
 

 The Clerk reported on arrangements for replacing the front-door lock at the community hall, in 
the interests of security. A list of authorised key-holders had been submitted to the March 
meeting of the former Community Hall Management Committee but it had recently emerged 
that there were additional keys held by some users. In view of this, the Clerk sought a 
quotation from Holdfast Security Systems for the replacement of the front door lock.   

 

The quotation was £109 plus £6 per key. The keys could not be copied except by Holdfast 
Security Systems itself which would only provide copies if authorised to do so by the Clerk. 
As the quotation was under the £500 threshold (Financial Regulations), there had been no 
requirement to seek three quotations; however, the Parish Council was required to obtain 
value-for-money at all times. Holdfast Security Systems had been selected because it had 
previously carried out lock-replacement work at the hall.  
 

RESOLVED: (a) That the front door lock at the community hall be replaced;  
 

(b) That the quotation from Holdfast Security Systems be accepted in the sum of £109 plus £6 
per key; and  
 

(c) That the number of keys to be provided be determined on the basis of the number of 
regular users (each would be provided with one only) and sufficient spares for the Clerk and 
one parish councillor; and 
 

(d) That the lock be replaced as soon as practicable. 
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107 PUBLIC INQUIRY – MULLER HOMES APPLICATIONS 
 

It was reported that the date of the Planning Inquiry had yet to be decided but was unlikely to 
be held before November at the earliest and possibly as late as January 2014.  
 

At its extra-ordinary meeting held on 13 June 2013 the Parish Council had agreed that an 
advocate (a barrister) be appointed to represent the Parish Council at the Inquiry. The Parish 
Council had reserved to itself the power to review that decision in the light of discussions with 
CEC Planning Officers.  
 

An informal discussion with one of the Officers had now taken place and it was suggested 
that the Parish Council appoint a specialist solicitor, rather than a barrister, as this would 
reduce costs. 
 

This matter would be re-considered by the Parish Council at a future meeting.  
 

108 REPORT OF MEMBERS APPOINTED TO OUTSIDE BODIES 
 

Councillor Peter Groves had reported on a recent Nantwich LAP meeting under Minute No. 
105 above.  There were no other reports on this occasion.  
 

109 FINANCIAL MATTERS – AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS 
 

 RESOLVED: That the following payments be authorised: 
 

 £105.40 HM Revenue and Customs – Tax on Clerk’s salary 
 £30.00  Zoe Buggie – refund on cancelled community hall booking 
 £224.25 LJW Cleaning – cleaning of the community hall  
 £357.50 Jof’s Mowing – working carried out in November 2012 

and March-May 2013 on Talbot Way and Broad Lane 
£60.00 Cheshire Association of Local Councils – fee for attendance at the Councillor 

3 Workshop to be held on 27 September. Places had been booked for Shaun 
Clough and John Davenport.  

£30.00 Cheshire Association of Local Councils – Chairman training 29 July 13 
£19.50 The Picnic Basket – catering for informal meeting held on 10 August. 
 

Note: The following payments had not been included on the agenda, but in accordance with 
Financial Regulations, could be approved outside the meeting by the Clerk and reported to 
the next meeting.  In view of this, and as the information was now available, these were 
approved.  
 

£800.00 Greenspaces South Cheshire CIC – work on Talbot Way conservation area 
(2 October 2012-2 October 2013) @ £32 per fortnight. 

£137.72 Scottish Power – 30 0 March 2013 – 30 June 2013  (£131.16 net: £6.56 vat) 
£46.87 Scottish Power – 30 June 2013 – 31 July 2013 (£44.64 net: £2.23 vat) 

   [total Scottish Power invoices = £184.59] 
 £186.19 Gilks of Nantwich – re-wiring changes to cooker in community hall  
   (£155.16 net: £31.03 vat) 
110 PLANNING    
 

 There were no planning applications for consultation. 
 

111 PUBLIC DEBATE – 19 SEPTEMBER 2013 
 

Members discussed the merit of holding a Public Debate on 19 September.  The situation 
regarding the Public Inquiry (Muller) was unclear.  The Public Inquiry would, undoubtedly be a 
matter of interest for the public and as there was no information to impart at this time, it was 
agreed that the debate be deferred until later in the year.  
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Councillor Peter Groves reported that the Leader of Cheshire East Council (Councillor 
Michael Jones) had expressed an interest in attending the debate, but was unavailable on 19 
September.  
 

RESOLVED: That the Public Debate scheduled for 19 September be deferred until later in 
the year.   
 

112 PARISH NEWSLETTER  
 

 The parish newsletter had been due to be distributed in July but its publication had been 
deferred pending further information in respect of the community hall situation and the Public 
Inquiry (Muller Homes). The Parish Council was asked to decide when the next newsletter 
should be issued.   

 

The Clerk was asked to present a first draft to the October meeting for consideration.  If there 
was sufficient copy, the newsletter could be issued towards the end of October.  

 
113 GRASS CUTTING OF OPEN AREAS 
 

 Borough Councillor Andrew Martin had received a request from a local resident about open 
areas in Stapeley being left to grow.  Specific reference had been made to an area at the end 
of Clonnersfield.  The unkempt nature of the area was attracting the dumping of garden waste 
onto the top of the long grass and was now becoming more of a waste-land.  

 

 Councillor Martin has asked if this was something which the Parish Council would be able to 
undertake through its grounds maintenance contractor.  The land was not owned by Cheshire 
East Council and was, presumably, in the ownership of one of the developers.  

 
 The Clerk was asked to seek a quotation from Jof’s Mowing.  
 
114 LAND AT TALBOT WAY 
 

 114.1 Councillor Hillman reported on her inspection of Talbot Way. The setts on the lawned 
area had become loose and the Clerk was asked to report this to Greenspaces South 
Cheshire which had replaced them in 2012.  

 

 114.2 United Utilities had requested permission to carry out some work to the 
underground piping system in the vicinity of 40 Talbot Way and this would require some 
excavation in the conservation area.  As this was a wildlife habitat United Utilities had stated 
that there would be an ecologist on site at all times to maintain a watching-brief.  

 

 The Parish Council was asked to agree to the request.  A formal request had now been 
received and the Clerk reported on the details of the work which were due to commence on 
16 September 2013 and would take five days to complete.  The site would be reinstated after 
the work.  

 

RESOLVED: That no objections be raised to the proposed work.  
 

 114.3 Repair of Fencing 
 

In view of the proposed work by United Utilities, the Clerk had taken no further action in 
respect of quotations for repair/replacement of the fencing at Talbot Way.  

 
115 HIGHWAYS MATTERS 
 

115.1 Speed Watch Scheme  
 

In the absence of Councillors Nord and Docker, this item was deferred.  
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 115.2 Request from Wybunbury Parish Council 
 

 Wybunbury Parish Council had requested the support of the Parish Council to a proposal to 
extend the current 40 mph speed limit at the Stapeley parish end of Wybunbury Lane from the 
A51 (London Road) to Pinfold Corner, at its junction with Main Road, Wybunbury.  

 

 Members supported the proposal.  It was noted that this had already been approved at the 
most recent Nantwich LAP Highways Group.  

 
116 CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 The Clerk reported receipt of the following item of correspondence received since the last 
meeting. 

 

 A resident who addressed the Parish Council at its meeting held on 1 August had 
sent an e-mail requesting that the retracted car park barriers at the community hall be 
raised by users of the hall at the end of each use and that to effect this, additional 
keys should be provided to all regular users. A copy of the e-mail had been sent to 
Members under separate cover.  

 A resident had complained about “rumble-strips” on the A500 in the vicinity of the 
Cheerbrook roundabout. These had been replaced following recent re-surfacing and 
were slightly higher than the originals. It was noted that Cheshire East Council had 
received a number of complaints and this was being considered as a matter of 
urgency.  

 

Cheshire East Council 
 

 Developing a joint approach to Localism. Cheshire East Council and partners would 
soon be starting a review of local area working across Cheshire East, to develop a joint 
approach to localism and creating resilient communities which would give: 

 
 Better local accountability and involvement where communities influence how 

money gets spent and there is transparency in decision making. 
 Reduced demand on local services, building resilient and self-sufficient 

communities with a focus on early intervention and prevention. 
 A more vibrant market of local service suppliers, including community and 

voluntary organisations and town and parish councils. 
 

Cheshire Association of Local Councils 
 

 Councillor workshop – afternoon of 27 September at Cheshire Fire and Rescue HQ, 
Winsford. The session would cover construction of the agenda to enable delegates to 
become more aware that an agenda demonstrates that the Council is acting lawfully. 
Note:  Councillors Clough and Davenport had been booked onto this course.  

 Notification of national salary awards (2013/2014) for Clerks effect 1 April 2013. 

 World Rural Women’s Awards Dinner – 15 October.  Parish Councils are invited to 
nominate a woman from the Parish Council; someone whose achievements can be 
recognised under the banner of “Cheshire Rural Women’s Day”. 

 General Power of Competence training – 24 September – Congleton Town Hall.  
 

Other 
 

 Consultation on the proposed route for extending the HS2 network from Birmingham 
to Manchester and Leeds, with connections onto the West and East Coast Main Lines 
to serve the North of England and Scotland. Consultation closed in January 2014.  

 

117 OPEN FORUM  
 

This was a further opportunity for members of the public to ask a question or address the 
Parish Council. There were no comments or questions.  

 



 
 

Stapeley & District Parish Council 
5 September 2013  

 
 

Page No. 1581 |  

 

118 SHARED ITEMS 
 

 Parish Councillors were invited to share information or request the inclusion of items on the 
agenda for the next meeting.   

 

 There were no shared items.  
 
119 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

3 October 2013 
 
120 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

 RESOLVED: That, in accordance with Paragraph 1 (2) of The Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration 
of the following item owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted and the 
public interest would not be served in disclosing that information.  

 
121  COMMUNITY HALL – FUTURE USE 
 

The Clerk’s report, together with a briefing paper was submitted. The briefing paper outlined 
discussions with Cheshire East Council Officers held earlier in the day. The report addressed 
current use of the hall and invited the Parish Council to consider if it wished to renew the 
lease with Cheshire East Council when the current lease came to an end on 23 November 
2013.  
 

During discussion, the venue for the Community Carols event (19 December) was raised. It 
had been intended that this be held at the Cronkinson Farm Pub, as in previous years.  
However, as the hall was to be re-launched, it was considered important that this event 
transfer to the community hall and that it be held on either the 19 December or 10 December.  
 
RESOLVED: (a) That the Parish Council enter into a new lease with Cheshire East Council 
for operation of the community hall; 
 

(b) That the new lease commence on 24 November 2013; 
 

(c) That the user, identified in the Clerk’s report, be advised that it would be required to vacate 
the community hall by no later than 8 November 2013; 
 

(d) That, dependent on the outcome of negotiations currently being undertaken, the lease with 
Cheshire East Council be renewed for a two-year period, with a break-clause inserted at 12 
months;  
 

(e) That, in the event of the outcome of negotiations being unfavourable (see (d) above) the 
lease with Cheshire East Council be renewed for a one year period only terminating on 23 
November 2014; and  
 

(f) That the Community Carols event scheduled for 19 December be held in the community 
hall (possibly on 10 December). 
 
Reasons for Exclusion: 
 
(i) The report names one of the users of the hall and contains commercially-sensitive 

information which could jeopardise the user’s business. 
(ii) Legal privilege:  The report contains information relating to the negotiation of a lease 

with Cheshire East Council and a possible sub-lease with a user and it would not be 
in the public interest to disclose the information.  

 
 
 
 

 
………………………………………………Chairman 

 
 
 

The meeting commenced at 7.30 pm and concluded at 10.45 pm  
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